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Spinning Competition 

 

This year’s competition involved spinning for its own sake, which 
was a first for the guild. How often do we spin some beautiful yarn 
and then knit, crochet or weave something, which does not show up 
that beauty? I know I have made items to use up my yarn in an 
attempt to use up my stash and I’m sure others do much the same. 

 

Therefore, the brief was to create a hank of yarn based on a picture 
and reflecting the colours and textures portrayed. 

 

At the October meeting, a shelf was cleared to await the entries. 
Having heard several members say that they had not started by the 
September meeting, I was full of misgivings. Would anyone submit 
a skein. I was not disappointed. So many members quietly added 
their entries to the row together with the original image. It was 
interesting to see the different pictures used as inspiration. 

 

It was decided to judge the 
entries on how successfully they 
had recreated the qualities of the 
chosen image. Everyone was 
asked to put a tick on each their 
favourite three entries. In all 
there were nine entries. 

 

The winner was Hazel Mead with 
her soft browns and greens. She 
looked surprised and delighted to 
be awarded the trophy. 
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Sue Prior was a very close second.  

 

 

This competition proved that spinning could be an end in itself as 
well as part of a process to create a finished article. It actually made 
it easier to judge because the focus was on the spinning and not on 
the quality of a finished piece.  

By Lesley Ottewell 
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Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

held on Thursday 12 October 2017 at 7.30 p.m. at St Peter’s 
Church Hall, Roydon 

 

 Present: Cate Barnett, Sue Pulham, Sue Prior, Claire Platais, 
Chris Lane, Irena Ryan, 

  Nina Hedderick-Reid, Audrey McNeill, Hilary 
Hedderick, Lesley Ottewell,  

  Hazel Mead, Karen Oakley, Michele Turner, Deb 
Cunningham and Mary Hicks  

 

  

1. Apologies for Absence 

These were received from Asela Ali, Kathryn Ehrich, Sharon 
Wallin and Ellie Hampson. 

 

2. Minutes of Previous AGM 

The minutes of the Meeting held on 13 October 2016, having 
already been circulated, were declared a true record (proposed 
Hilary, seconded Deb) and signed by the Chairman.   

 

3. Matters Arising  

3.1 Regarding a previous proposal to invite a new member each 
year to sit in on Committee meetings, Lesley said members were 
always welcome at meetings and, indeed, Committee meetings were 
now generally held during Guild meetings.   

 

 3.2 There had been no word from Ann Mayes regarding the Guild’s 
floor loom.   
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Sue Pulham said she would probably be seeing Ann soon and would 
ask her if she had managed to dispose of the loom.   

 

3.3 The time for monthly evening meetings was now 7.00-9.30 p.m. 
at St Peter’s Church Hall, Roydon. 

 

 4. Chairman’s Report 

 Lesley reported on the difficulties in finding a suitable new 
venue following the Guild’s eviction from Harlow Museum.  A 
number of criteria had had to be satisfied: location, parking, 
cost, room size, kitchen and available dates.  Roydon had been 
found to have two suitable venues: the Village Hall and St 
Peter’s Church Hall, but compromises have had to be made as 
neither hall was available on any second Saturday.  Therefore 
both halls will be used and, hopefully, the Guild can now put 
down roots in the village.   

 

 Members’ demonstrations out and about during the year had 
been successful and also resulted in several new members 
joining the Guild.   

 

 With the upheaval of the last year, it had been decided to put 
any exhibition plans on hold.  Hopefully the Guild’s more settled 
position will enable a strong programme and plenty of fun 
activities for members to enjoy in the future. 

 

 5. Financial Report and Adoption of the Accounts 

Cate circulated the Accounts for the year ended 30 September 
2017 which showed a healthy balance and surplus for the year 
of £487.21.  Mary proposed that the Accounts be adopted, 
seconded by Hazel, carried unopposed. 
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6. Ratification of new Constitution 

 Lesley explained that despite extensive searches, the Guild’s 
original constitution could not be found in any archived papers.  
She had therefore suggested a new document be drafted, 
based on Middle Essex Guild’s constitution as a starting point.  
The Committee had therefore discussed this at length and 
arrived at the current document which had already been 
circulated to members in advance of the AGM.  Since there 
were no comments from the floor, it was proposed (Karen) and 
seconded (Sue Pulham) that the new Constitution as tabled be 
accepted for the Guild.  Carried unanimously. 

 

7. Election of the Committee 

Lesley reported that no prior nominations had been received 
from anyone wishing to join the Committee.  She thanked Chris, 
who was standing down, for all her help and enthusiasm for the 
work of the Guild.  Hilary kindly offered to take on organisation 
of refreshments and demonstrations at outside events, in 
conjunction with Asela. 

 

Michele  proposed that Audrey might be willing to join the 
Committee.  Audrey accepted this proposal which was 
seconded by Lesley. 

 

The new Committee would therefore be as follows: 

 Chairman    Lesley Ottewell  
(proposed Mary, seconded Hilary) 

 Vice-Chairman   Hilary Hedderick 
(proposed Hazel, seconded Mary)  

Secretary    Mary Hicks  

(proposed Lesley, seconded Chris)    

 Treasurer    Cate Barnett  
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(proposed Sue Prior, seconded Hilary)  

 Programme Secretary   Sue Prior  

(proposed Mary, seconded Karen)   

  Publicity   Asela Ali  

(proposed Hilary, seconded Mary) 

  Member    Audrey McNeill 

A unanimous vote was in favour of the Committee being so 
elected. 

  

8. Any Other Business 

Sue outlined the proposed Programme for the year ahead, 
seeking members’ views on various options.  Lesley asked if 
Audrey, Michele and Chris would be willing to give a talk on 
their visits to Shetland Wool Week and North Ronaldsay, 
respectively, and it was also mentioned that Tordis, who was 
not present at the meeting, had said she could talk about lace 
making.  All these ideas would be incorporated into the 
programme when space was available. 

 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

The next AGM will be held on Thursday 11 October 2018. 
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What have you been up to? 

‘Show and Tell’ this year provided an evening of education, 

skill sharing and great tips… 

Michele Turner 
I brought 3 projects - firstly my 
Naalbinding - started in a class 
during Shetland Wool Week. 
Naalbinding translates as nail 
binding and was originally done 
around the thumb nail. We used 
a wooden needle which has to 
be replenished with lengths of 
thread. Some people refer to it 
as Viking Knitting - but it's not 
really knitting. It's quite slow to 
do and produces a very dense 
fabric. The piece I'm working on 
may or may not be a hat 
eventually. 
 
Secondly I showed a weaving 
done on a peg loom using all 
my Shetland Wool Week woolly 
remembering’s and findings - we collected washed up rope on our 
beach walks which I untwizzled and re-twizzled and also spun with 
some found fibre. I included spinning done in classes and am 
hoping to finish with some drift wood and some shells. 
 
Finally I brought a chair! I've had it for years and Hilary and I have 
been going to an upholstery class, where I recovered it in my own 
Shibori dyed fabric. 
 
Audrey McNeill 
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I showed 2 pieces - the first was a 
piece on a 4 shaft table loom during 
Shetland Wool Week. It was made 
from organic Shetland wool and 
shows the different colours of wool 
available. Unfortunately,  the loom 
was already set up, so I still don't 
know how to warp a loom with more 
than one heddle! 
 
 -the second piece was from a 'swap' 
I participated in on Ravelry. The 
person who sent me it lives not far 
from Diss and has done courses with 
the Saori Shed who came to talk to 
us earlier this year. She has bought 

Saori loom with 4 shafts - She 
said "you can get a kit for it that 
comes with 2 extra shafts and 
all the other bits. As 'proper’ 
saori weaving only uses 2 
shafts, they apparently only 
make the 4 shaft kit so you can 
do double width fabric, but it 
does give the versatility of being 
able to weave patterns as well 
as plain weave. It is apparently 
reasonably portable, the shafts 
are pretty light to lift and for a 
loom with metal heddles it’s very 
quiet." 
 
Karen Wohlman 
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I made my Lazy Kate using a box and meat skewers found around 
my house. It needs a sturdy box and is really useful for storing 
bobbins in between plying. 
 

 
 

 
Sharon Walllin 

Large beaded wrap - 

This is made from Rowan Kidsilk 

Haze Stripe, a fabulous yarn made 

from Mohair and silk. Sadly Rowan 

have taken the decision to 

discontinue this line and now there 

are just the odd balls available on 

EBay. The wrap was made from 2 x 

50g balls of KSH and the colours are 

knitted simultaneously so that a V 

pattern is formed. It’s a simple 

design, made more interesting by the 

luxurious yarn. Rowan have a good 

website with many free patterns, so 

worth a look. 

 

Smaller scarf with scalloped hem and 
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detailed pattern -. 

This is an incredibly simple pattern using just two rows, repeated 

throughout to create the scalloped edge and the wavy effect. 

Row 1.  Purl (ws) 

Row2.   K 1. *yfwd, k4, S1, K2tog, PSSO, K4, yfwd, K1, rep from * 

to end. 

 

For a narrow scarf cast on 73 sts, for a wider scarf cast on 85 sts 

This was knitted using variegated sock yarn and 4 mm needles. 

 

Traditional Gansey (which will be a dress) - 

This work in progress is being constructed in Guernsey 5  ply 

traditional yarn.  I have really enjoyed using this yarn as it is smooth 

and easy to knit up. The pattern is more of a challenge as the upper 

section has under arm gussets 

and then a more complex 

intricate section for the yokes. 

It may not be finished by 

Christmas! 

 

The yarn and pattern can be 

purchased by mail order from 

Frangipani and comes in about 

20 beautiful colours, including 

the well known and loved 

Fisherman’s navy.  
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THE ASSOCIATION OF GUILDS OF WEAVERS, 

SPINNERS AND DYERS 

 
Annual General Meeting  
Saturday 12th May 2018 at Conference 
Centre, Swallow House, Timbold Drive, 

Kents Hill Park, Milton Keynes MK7 6BZ.  
 
This year, the AGM is taking place during the Association's 
biennial conference. The meeting will run from 12 noon until 
around 4pm 
 
Each Guild affiliated to the Association is entitled to send a 
Delegate to the AGM and may also send an Observer. Only 
the Delegate may speak and vote on the issues raised on the 
formal agenda. Delegates receive their travelling expenses 
from the Association, either standard class rail fare or an 
allowance of 30p per mile if travelling by car. If travelling by 
public transport the Delegate should try and book early to take 
full advantage of any special rates - the Association aims to 
keep expenditure as low as possible. The Association does 
not pay the travelling expenses of the Observer, but their own 
Guild may choose to do so.  
 
Nominations are invited for members of the General Purposes 
Committee (GPC), which has the Association in its care, and 
also for the Journal Editorial Committee (JEC), which is the 
production team for our prestigious quarterly Journal. The 
GPC has a small number of vacancies and the JEC has 8 in 
total. Anyone interested in standing is very welcome to 
contact the secretary or chair for background on the work of 
the GPC or Christina Chisholm (JEC Chair) for information on 
the work of the JEC and the positions that are available. You 
can also find some information about the activities of the GPC 
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and the JEC in sections 16 and 18 of the Web Information 
Point (WIP).  
 
Nomination forms have been sent via email to you for both 
committees. Please state on the form which GPC office you 
are standing for. Members of the GPC and JEC are all 
volunteers - we do not have any paid staff. Without volunteers 
to serve on these committees, the Association cannot provide 
the services to its members. The work is not onerous but we 
would like volunteers to recognise that a commitment of a little 
time is required and would ask you to please encourage your 
members to think seriously about stepping forward. The GPC 
would be happy to consider candidates willing to shadow 
outgoing members.  
 
Your Guild is also invited to submit formal propositions for 
consideration at the AGM. These should be accompanied by 
an explanation of the background and/or reasons for the 
proposition. This helps the meeting to discuss and vote on the 
issue raised. You are also invited to suggest points for 
discussion. These are intended for discussion at a more 
informal session following the formal AGM business. Forms 
for both propositions and points for discussion are included 
with this letter. Please note that it is a requirement for the 
proposing Guild to attend the AGM, and it is usual for a 
delegate to speak to the proposition. 
 
Please note that all forms must be sent to the Association 
Secretary to arrive no later than 9th February 2018. 
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Saori Weaving with Kim Morgan 

 
I was really looking forward to this meeting as I had seen some 
Saori weaving at Fibre East. I have always been drawn to textured 
yarns and have built up quite a collection in my favourite colours. I 
have started to use some of them but I was interested to see them 
in use on a Saori loom. 

Kim started with a talk, 
giving us a brief summary 
of her background in 
textiles. After leaving 
university, Kim took an 
active interest in textiles. 
Kim talked about her own 
progress from the early 
stages of spinning and 
weaving to her visit to 
Japan to learn about 
Saori weaving first hand. 
She is now a registered 
tutor and works from a 

studio in a communal set up in Diss, known as Designer Makers. 

Kim then introduced us to Saori weaving. It came about through a 
mistake. Having retired aged fifty seven, Misao Jo decided to take 
up weaving. Her son, an engineer, built her a loom. She made a 
mistake in the warping up but decided to leave it and see what 
happened. She liked the effect on the whole length of cloth and 
started to experiment. What followed was a development of that 
original mistake. Misao Jo had four slogans, which guided her 
ideas. 

1. Consider the difference between machines and humans 

2. Be bold and adventurous 

3. Look through eyes that shine 

4. Inspire one another and everyone in the group 
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Kim showed us some of the technical innovations to be found on a 
Saori loom. 

1. Saori weaving normally uses a black warp, which recedes when 
the work in complete.  

2. The back beam is already warped up. 

3. It uses a boat shuttle where the pirns can be wound on the loom 
by means of a spindle with a built-in handle. 

4. The warp is clamped not tied to the front. It can be placed over 
the end of the previous weaving, which is then cut off leaving the 
warp ready for the next piece of weaving. 

5. The beam can be removed easily, leaving the loom ready for 
other weavers to use. 

The clothes are based on rectangles, which makes full use of the 
fabric with almost no wastage. We saw a variety of clothes 
including jumpers, shawls and jackets. Some were designed to be 
worn upside down with the body becoming a large collar. Others 
were a mixture of woven and knitted fabrics; knitted sleeves are 
usually easier to fit and are more comfortable that woven ones. 

Sakiori weaving uses narrow strips of cut fabric, in particular, silk 
kimonos. There is a special cutter to speed up slicing of fabrics into 
narrow strips. 

With the freedom afforded by this type of weaving, special pieces of 
fabric can be created. A bridal piece can be made using 
memorabilia from the bride and groom. Even solid items can be 
included in the weaving. 

The afternoon was spent playing. Kim had brought two looms, 
ready set up. She had brought a wide selection of yarns, fibres and 
fabric strips. All we had to do was to experiment. 

This was an inspiring day and many of us would have place an 
order for a loom straight away, were it not for the cost; over £1,000. 
Perhaps not! 

By Lesley Ottewell 
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Association of Guilds of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers  
14th Biennial Conference 

 

Then & Now 

 
The 10 Guilds of Region G  

(London, Northamptonshire, Oxford, Mid-Hertfordshire, North 
Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 

Kennet Valley and Online) 
 
 

 invite you to the Association’s 14th Biennial Conference  
 

at  
 

Kents Hill Park Training and Conference Centre, 
 Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 

  
on  

 
Friday 11 May to Sunday 13 May 2018 

 
The Association’s AGM will be held during the Conference on 

Saturday 12 May 2018 starting at 12 pm 
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Conference theme and speakers  
The conference theme is “Then and Now”, looking at the 
origins of craft and artisan production in Britain, tracing 
forwards through revivals to the current increased levels of 
interest, and at the extent to which past practice affects the 
present and why it’s important. The five speakers will be 
covering different aspects of history, technology, archaeology, 
business models and marketing through to the present day. 
 
The speakers  
 
1. Dr Susanna Harris, Department of Archaeology, 
University of Glasgow and Dr Mark Knight, Department of 
Archaeology, University of Cambridge  
 
The Bronze Age Fabrics of Must Farm  
The settlement of Must Farm provides a remarkable window 
into the fabrics people made in Bronze Age Britain, around 
900 BC. The speakers will present the site and current 
research into the rich evidence for plant fibre fabrics made by 
weaving and twining. 
 
2. Dr Dinah Eastop, textile conservator 
 
The Board of Trade Design Register, 1839-1991 
Introducing the Board of Trade Design Register which 
includes nearly 3 million designs registered for copyright 
protection between 1839 and 1991. Many classes of textile 
design were registered, including samples of dyed yarn, 
knitting, straw-work, woven cloth and printed cloth, plus 
complete artefacts.  
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3. Anna Buruma, Head Archivist at Liberty’s 
 
The Art of Liberty 
The origins of Liberty’s textile design archive and its uses, 
right up to the present day.  
 
4. Isabella Whitworth, dye researcher  
 
Seen through Purple  
Isabella’s ten years’ research into a 19th Century archive has 
led in unexpected directions: from Leeds to Lima, from 
Sudbury to 6th Century Syria. A journey traced through three 
purple dyes. 
 
5. John Miners, textile consultant  
 
Horsehair Tales - The History of John Boyd Textiles  
A story of continued innovation by the only remaining haircloth 
weavers in the UK, established in 1837 and still very much in 
business today, using looms from the mid-19th century. 
 
 
Conference venue and facilities  
The conference will be held at Kents Hill Park Training and 
Conference Centre, Swallow House, Timbold Drive, Kents 
Hill Park, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire.  
 
Tel 01908 358000; website www.kentshillpark.co.uk 
 
Our Guild Secretary has emailed this information and can 
resend the booking forms if necessary. 

http://www.kentshillpark.co.uk/
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If you would like to contribute to the next edition of Threads or would like to 
add some information to our website, please contact us through the contact 

page on the website. 

*** 

Lead Workshops will need to be booked through our Treasurer and paid for 
in advance. 

*** 

 If you would like to propose a speaker or workshop or would like us to come 
and demonstrate, please contact our Programme Secretary.  

*** 

To borrow equipment from the Guild please contact a member of the 
committee. 

*** 

 
Monthly meetings in Roydon village. 

Please see website for up to date details. 


